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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 
January 10, 1979 



TO: Members of the 1979 General Assembly 



Transmitted herewith is the Report of the Special Interim 
Joint Committee to Study the Rules of the General Assembly made 
pursuant to Resolution 78 (SR 879) of the 1977 Session, see the 
Appendix. 

The Committee membership consisted of Senator Kenneth C. 
Royall, Jr. and Representative Allen Adams, Co-Chairman; 
Senators Robert Jordan and Marshall Rauch; and Representatives 
Charles Holt and Robert A. Jones. Other members of the General 
Assembly who appeared and aided the Committee in its work were 
Senators W. Craig Lawing and John T. Henley and Representative 
Liston B. Ramsey. Ms. Sylvia Fink, the Principal Clerk of the 
Senate, and Mrs. Grace Collins, the Principal Clerk of the House, 
also attended the Committee meetings. 

This report consists of the Committee's proposed rewrites of 
the Senate Rules and the House Rules of the 1977 Session and a 
draft of proposed joint rules. The text of these suggested House 
and Senate rules indicate proposed additions by language which 
is bracketed and underlined /underlined/ and proposed deletions 
by language which is bracketed and stricken through /JLfiH-tHi- 
f&M-gQ • The proposed joint rules are an innovation in legis- 
lative procedure in this State. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Kenneth C. Royall, Jr. 
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Allen Adams 



Co-Chairman 



PROPOSED 



JOINT RULES 



THE JOINT RULES FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PROPOSED BY 
THE SPECIAL INTERIM JOINT COMMITTEE TO STODY 
THE ROLES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

A HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE PERMANENT JOINT RULES OF 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE OF THE \ 979 SESSION 
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA. 
Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate 
concurring: 

Section |. The permanent joint rules of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate of the |979 Session of the General 
Assembly are as follows: 

PERMANENT JOINT RULES 
IOR 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
AND 
THE SENATE 
OF THE J979 NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEHBLY 
J. Sponsoring and co-sponsoring bills and resolutions. 

2. Celebration, commendation and commemoration 
resolutions. 

3. Availability of copies of bills. 

4. Engrossment. 

5. Action on amendment before re-referral. 

6. Fiscal notes. 

7. Actuarial notes. 

8. Effect of a defeated bill. 

9. Report by committee of other house's bills and 
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resolutions. 

10. Committee substitutes adopted by one house to bills 
originating in the other house. 

]|. Committee minutes to Legislative Library. 

J 2. Redistricting committee. 

13. Rules suspension and alteration. 
Rule f. S pon sorship of bill. — (a) No bill or 
resolution may be filed for introduction unless it is sponsored 
by a member of the house in which it is introduced. Any member 
of that house may co- sponsor a bill or resolution. A member of 
either house may co-sponsor a bill or joint resolution. The 
individual sponsoring the bill or joint resolution may authorize 
on the bill jacket a member of the other house to be the sponsor 
of the measure in the other house. 

(b) Any individual who is authorized to sponsor or who 
wishes to co-sponsor a measure may do so by appearing in the 
office of the principal clerk of the house in which the bill or 
resolution is filed for that purpose not later than one-half hour 
following adjournment by both houses of the session during which 
that measure was first read and referred. 

Rule 2. Celeb rat ion . c ommendation and commemoration 
£®S2lirt:Lonj5. — ^11 celebration, commendation, and commemoration 
resolutions, except those honoring the memory of deceased 
persons, shall be excluded from introduction in either house. 

Rule 3. Availability of copies of bills. A public bill 
is a bill affecting 15 or more counties. A local bill is one 
affecting fewer than |5 counties. No public bill and, upon 
objection by a member, no local bill may be considered unless 
copies of the bill have been made available to the entire 



aeabership of the house in which it is to be considered. 

Rule 4. Engrossm ent . Bills and resolutions, except 
those Baking appropriations, which originate in one house and 
Which are amended shall be engrossed before being sent to the 
other house. 

Rule 5. Action on amendment before re- referral. If any 
committee recommends adoption of an amendment or coamittee 
substitute of a bill which, under the rules of the house Bust be 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations or Coamittee on 
Finance, the amendment or committee substitute shall be 
considered and, if adopted, the amendment or substitute engrossed 
before the bill is re- referred. 

Rule 6. Fiscal notes. (a) The chairman or vice- 
chairman of the appropriations committee, of the finance 
coamittee or of the rules committee of either house, or of the 
Senate Ways and Heans Committee, upon the floor of that house, 
may request that a fiscal analysis be made of a bill, resolution 
or an amendment to a bill or resolution which is in the 
possession of his or her respective house and that a fiscal note 
be attached to the measure, when in the opinion of that chairman 
or vice-chairman the fiscal effects of that measure are not 
apparent from the language of the measure. 

(b) The fiscal note shall be filed and attached to the 
bill or amendment within two legislative days of the request. If 
it is impossible to prepare a fiscal note within two legislative 
days, the Director of Fiscal Research shall, in writing, so 
advise the presiding officer, the principal clerk, and the member 
introducing or proposing the measure and shall indicate the time 
when the fiscal note will be ready. 
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(c) The fiscal note shall be prepared by the Fiscal 
Research Division on a form approved by the Legislative Services 
Commission as to content and form and signed by the staff member 
or members preparing it. If no estimate in dollars is possible, 
the fiscal note shall indicate the reasons that no estimate is 
provided. The fiscal note shall not comment on the merit but may 
identify technical problems. The Fiscal Research Division shall 
make the fiscal note available to the membership of the house or 
the committee considering it. 

(d) A sponsor of a proposed bill or amendment may 
deliver a copy of his proposed bill or amendment to the Fiscal 
Research Division prior to introducing the bill or proposing the 
amendment for the preparation of a fiscal note. Prior to the 
filing of the bill or proposing of the amendment, the Fiscal 
Research Division, except to the sponsor, shall keep in 
confidence the identity of the sponsor. The sponsor shall attach 
the fiscal note to the bill when he files the bill or to the 
amendment when he moves its adoption. 

(e) The sponsor of a bill or amendment to which a 
fiscal note is attached who objects to the estimates and 
information provided may reduce to writing his objections. These 
objections shall be appended to the fiscal note attached to the 
bill or amendment and to the copies of the fiscal note available 
to the membership. 

(f) Subsection (a) of this rule shall not apply to the 
current operations appropriations bill or the capital 
improvements appropriations bill. This rule shall not apply to a 
bill or amendment requiring an actuarial note under these rules. 

Rule 7. Actuarial notes. (a) Every bill, joint 



resolution, and simple or concurrent resolution introduced in the 
General Assembly proposing any change in the law relative to any 
State , municipal, or other retirement system, funded in whole or 
in part out of public funds, shall have attached to it at the 
time of its consideration by any committee of either house of the 
General Assembly a brief explanatory statement or note which 
shall include a reliable estimate of the financial and actuarial 
effect of the proposed change in any such retirement system. 
This actuarial note shall be attached to the original of each 
proposed bill or resolution which is reported favorably by any 
committee of either house of the General Assembly, but shall be 
separate therefrom, shall be clearly designated as an actuarial 
note and shall not constitute a part of the law or other 
provisions or expression of legislative intent proposed by the 
bill or resolution. 

(b) The author of each bill or resolution shall present 
a copy of the bill or resolution, with his request for an 
actuarial note, to the Fiscal Research Division which shall have 
the duty to prepare said actuarial note as promptly as possible. 
Actuarial notes shall be prepared in the order of receipt of 
request for such notes but shall be transmitted to the author or 
authors of the measure in quintuplicate no later than two weeks 
after the request for the actuarial note is made. 

(c) The author of each bill or resolution shall also 
present a copy of the bill or resolution to any actuary employed 
by the retirement system affected by the bill or resolution in 
question. Such actuary shall prepare an actuarial note and 
transmit it to the author or authors of the measure in 
quintuplicate no later than two weeks after the request for the 
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actuarial note is received. 

(d) The note shall be factual and shall, if possible, 
provide a reliable estimate of both the immediate effect and, if 
determinable or reasonably foreseeable, the long range fiscal and 
actuarial effect of the measure. If, after careful 
investigation, it is determined that no dollar estimate is 
possible, the note shall contain a statement to that effect, 
setting forth the reasons why no dollar estimate can be given. 
No comment or opinion shall be included in the actuarial note 
with regard to the merits of the measure for which the note is 
prepared. However, technical and mechanical defects may be 
noted. 

(e) At any time any coimittee of either house reports 
any legislative instrument, to which an actuarial note or notes 
are attached at the time of committee consideration, with any 
amendment of such nature as would substantially affect the cost 
to or the revenues of any retirement system as stated in the 
actuarial note or notes attached to the measure at the time of 
such consideration, it shall be the responsiblity of the chairman 
of the committee reporting such instrument to obtain from the 
Fiscal Research Division an actuarial note of the fiscal and 
actuarial effect of the change proposed by the amendment 
reported. Such actuarial note shall be attached to the report of 
the committee on the measure as a supplement thereto. A floor 
amendment to a bill or resolution to which an actuarial note was 
attached at the time of committee consideration of the bill or 
resolution shall not be in order, if the amendment affects the 
costs to or the revenues of a retirement system, unless the 
amendment is accompanied by an actuarial note, prepared by the 
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Fiscal Research Division, as to the actuarial effect of the 
amendment. 

Rule 8. Effect of a defeated bill. — (a) Subject to the 
provisions of subsection (b) of this rule, after a bill has, in 
either house: 

| . been tabled, 

2. failed to pass on any of its readings, or 

3. been placed on the unfavorable calendar, 

the contents of that bill or the principal provisions of its 
subject matter shall not be considered in any other measure by 
either house. Upon the point of order being raised and sustained 
by the Chair, that measure shall be laid upon the table, and 
shall not be taken therefrom except by a two-thirds vote of the 
members present and voting. 

(b) No local bill shall be held by the Chair to embody 
the contents of or the principal provisions of the subject matter 
of any statewide measure which has been laid on the table, has 
failed to pass on any of its readings, or has been placed on the 
unfavorable calendar. 

Rule 9. Report by committe e of other house' s bills and 
resolu tions . — All bills and resolutions originating in one house 
shall be reported from the committee of the other house to which 
referred with such recommendations as the committee may desire to 
make, except in the case where the sponsor requests in writing to 
the chairman of the committee that the bill not be considered. 

Rule 10. Committee substitutes adopted by one house to 
bills originating in the other house. — (a) Whenever one house 
has adopted a committee substitute for a bill originating in the 
other house, and has returned the bill to the other house for 
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concurrence in that committee substitute, the house in which the 
bill originated may not concur in that committee substitute until 
the nest legislative day following the day on which that house 
receives that committee substitute. 

(b) The presiding officer of the house in which the 
bill originated may, and upon motion supported by a majority of 
that house present and voting shall, refer the bill to an 
appropriate committee for consideration of the committee 
substitute. 

(c) The presiding officer shall, in placing the bill on 
the calendar, rule whether the committee substitute is a material 
amendment under Article II, Section 23, of the State's 
Constitution. If the committee substitute was referred to 
committee, the committee shall: 

i. report the bill with the recommendation either that 
the house concur or that the house do not concur; 
and 

ii. advise the presiding officer as to whether or not 
that committee substitute is a material amendment 
under Article II, Section 23, of the State's 
Constitution. 

(d) If the committee substitute for a bill is not a 
material amendment, the question before the house shall be 
concurrence. 

(e) If the committee substitute for a bill is a 
material amendment, the receiving of that bill on messages shall 
constitute first reading and the question before the house shall 
be concurrence on second reading. If the motion is passed, the 
question then shall be concurrence on third reading on the next 



legislative day. 

(f) No committee substitute adopted by one house to a 
bill originating in the other house may be amended by the house 
in which the bill originated. 

Rule j 1 . Committ ee m inu tes to Legislative Library , The 
chairman of a committee shall insure that written minutes are 
compiled for each of the committee's meetings. The minutes shall 
indicate the members present and the actions taken by the 
committee at the meeting. Not later than sixty days after the 
sine die adjournment of each session of the General Assembly, the 
chairman shall deliver the minutes to the Legislative Library. 

Rule 12. Redistr icting Co mmittees . — In the session next 
after the federal decennial census, the presiding officer of each 
house shall appoint a standing committee or committees on 
redistricting. 

Rule |3. Rules suspens ion and alteration , (a) These 
rules shall not be permanently rescinded or altered except by a 
joint resolution passed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members 
present and voting in each house. 

(b) These rules may be temporarily suspended by a two- 
thirds vote of the members present and voting in each house. 

Sec. 2. This resolution shall be effective uponn 
ratification. 
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THE HOUSE ROLES PROPOSED 
BY THE 
SPECIAL INTERIM JOINT COMMITTEE 
TO STODY THE ROLES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 



The text is that of House Resolution 24 | , adopted March 
JO, |977. 

Suggested changes are indicated as follows: 

1 . Language proposed to be deleted is bracketed and 
stricken through [t%t%Wf& MMAgX]. 

2. Language proposed to be added is bracketed and 
underlined f underlined 1. 

A HOOSE RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE PERMANENT RULES OF THE 

[r?77][|979] SESSION OF THE NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives: 

Section |. The permanent rules of the [X?77 ][ 1 979] 

Session shall read as follows: 

RULES OF THE [/?77][|979] HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA 

I. Order of Business, 1-5 

II. Conduct of Debate, 6-|2 

III. Motions, | 3-! 9 

IV. Voting, 20-25 

V. Committees, 26-30 

VI. Eiandling of Bills, 3f-44 

VII. Legislative Officers and Employees, 45-49 

VIII. Privileges of the Hall, 50-53 

IX. General Rules, 54-6 | 

I. Order of Business 

RULE |. Conven ing Hour . — The House shall convene each 

legislative day at the hour fixed by the House. In the event the 

House adjourns on the preceding legislative day without having 

fixed an hour for reconvening, the House shall convene on the 
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next legislative day at | : 00 P.M. 

PULE 2. Opening the Ses sio n. — At the convening hour on 
each legislative day the Speaker shall call the members to order 
and shall have the session opened with prayer. 

RULE 3. Quorum. — (a) A quorum consists of a majority 
Of the qualified members of the House. 

(b) Should the point of a quorum be raised, the doors 
hall be closed and the Clerk shall call the roll of the House, 
after which the names of those not responding shall again be 
called. In the absence of a quorum, fifteen members are 
authorized to compel the attendance of absent members and may 
order that absentees for whom no sufficient excuses are made be 
taken into custody wherever they may be found by special 
messenger appointed for that purpose. 

PULE 4. Approval cf Journal. — (a) The Committee on 
Rules and Operation of the House shall cause the Journal of the 
House to be examined daily before the hour of convening to 
determine if the proceedings of the previous day have been 
correctly recorded. 

(b) Immediately following the opening prayer and upon 
apoearance of a quorum, the Speaker shall call for the Journal 
report by the Chairman of the Committee on Rules and Operation of 
the House or by a Representative designated by the Chairman as to 
whether the proceedings of the previous day have been correctly 
recorded. Without objection, the Speaker shall cause the Journal 
to stand approved. 

RULE 5. Order of Busi ness of the Day. — After the 
approval of the Journal of the preceding day, the House shall 
proceed to business in the following order: 

(!) The receiving of petitions, memorials and papers 
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^_„ ™ a^essed to the General Assembly or to th« nouse; 

(2) Reports of standing committees; 

(3) Reports of select committees; 
CO First reading and 

reference to committee of bills and resolutions; 

(5) Messages from the Senate; 

(6) The unfinished business of the preceding 
day; 

(7) Calendar (each category in accordance with Rule 
40) : 

(a) Local bills (roll call) third reading 

(b) Local bills (roll call) second reading 

(c) Local bills third reading 

(d) Local bills second reading 

(e) Public bills (roll call) third reading 

(f) Public bills (roll call) second reading 

(g) Public bills and resolutions, third reading 
(h) Public bills and resolutions, second reading; 

(8) Reading of Notices and Announcements; but messages 
and motions to elect officers shall always be in 
order, 

II. Conduct of Debate 

ROLE 6, Duties and Powers of the Speaker. — The Speaker 
shall have general direction of the Rail. He may name any 
member to perform the duties of the Chair, but substitution shall 
not extend beyond one day, except in the case of sickness or by 
leave of the House. 

RULE 7. Obta ining Floor. — (a) When any member desires 
recognition for any purpose, he shall rise from his seat and 
respectfully address the Speaker, No member shall proceed until 
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recognized by the Speaker, 

(b) When a member desires to interrupt a member having 
the floor, he shall first obtain recognition by the Speaker and 
permission of the member occupying the floor, and when such 
recognition and permission have been obtained, he may propound a 
question to the member occupying the floor; but he shall not 
otherwise interrupt the member having the f loor[ , §xce£t as 
provided in subsection (c) of this rule]; and the Speaker shall, 
without the point of order being raised, enforce this rule. 

[ (c) A member who has obtained the floor may be 
interrupted only for the foll owing re ason s; 

1- a r eguest that the m ember speaking yield for a 
question , 

2- a point of order, or 

2- 1 parliamentary inguir y. ] 

RULE 8. Questions of Personal P riv ilege, — [ %% ft^jf t%MJ 
#][0]pon recognition by the Speaker [for that purpose 1. any 
member may speak to a question of personal privilege for a time 
not to exceed three (3) minutes. \ Personal privilege may not be 
used to explain a vote or debate a bill, ] The Speaker shall 
determine if the guestion is cne of privilege[/][and shall, 
without the point of orde r bein g raised, enforce this rule . ] 

ROLE 9. P oints of Order, — (a) The Speaker shall decide 
questions of order and may speak to points of order in preference 
to other members arising from their seats for that purpose. Any 
member may appeal from the ruling of the Chair on questions of 
order; on such appeal no member may speak more than once, unless 
by leave of the House. A two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members 
present shall be necessary to sustain any appeal from the ruling 
of the Chair. 
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(b) When the Speaker calls a member to order, the 
member shall take his seat except that a member called to order 
may clear a matter of fact, or explain, but shall not proceed in 
debate so long as the decision stands. If the member appeals 
from the ruling of the Chair and the decision by a two-thirds 
(2/3) vote of the members present be in favor of the member 
called to order, he may proceed; if otherwise, he shall not; and 
if the case, in the judgment of the House, requires it, he shall 
be liable to censure by the House. 

PULE | 0. Limi tations en Debate. — No member shall speak 
more than twice on the main question, nor longer than thirty 
minutes for the first speech and fifteen minutes for the second 
speech, unless allowed to do so by the affirmative vote of a 
majority of the members present; nor shall he speak more than 
once upon an amendment or motion to reconsider, commit, appeal or 
postpone, and then not longer than ten minutes. The House may, 
however, by consent of a majority of the members present, suspend 
the operation of this rule during any debate on any particular 
question before the House[/ ■ fit XM* MX** PtefiXXXft* %Xt VtXM %* * 
P&filtx tttt WML 0MXX W fiMLMW %* %** fitMX* ** iHi «*Z]. 

PULE ||. Reading of Papers. — When there is a call for 
the reading of the text of a paper which has been presented to 
the House, and there is objection to such reading, the question 
shall be determined by a majority vote of the members of the 
House present. Except for protests permitted by the 

Constitution, no member may have material printed in the Journal 
until said material has been presented to the House and the 
printing approved by the House, and said material shall not 
exceed 1 ,000 words. 

PULE |2. General Decorum. — (a) The Speaker shall 
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preserve order and decorum. 

(b) Decency of speech shall be observed and disrespect 
to personalities carefully avoided. 

(c) When the Speaker is putting any guestion, or 
addressing the House, no person shall speak, stand up, walk out 
of or cross the House, nor when a member is speaking, engage in 
disruptive discourse or pass between the member and the Chair. 

[ tfy %M%in &tK fit* }? vtttftWt ** %U IXMt fit KU 

CX^/3C (i) ] Food or beverages shall not be permitted on 
the floor of the House. 

[/W1C (£) ] The reading of newspapers shall not be 
permitted on the floor of the House while the House is in 
session. 

lA4Y]t (I) ] Smoking or the consumption of food or 
beverages shall not be permitted in the galleries at any time. 

C4#/][ (a) 1 Special recitals, performances by musicians 
or other groups shall not be permitted on the floor of the House 
and special guests of members cf the House shall not be permitted 
on the floor of the House. 

III. actions 

PULE | 3. Motions Generally. — (a) Every motion shall be 
reduced to writing, if the Speaker or any two members reguest it. 

(b) When a motion is made, it shall be stated by the 
Speaker, or, if written, it shall be handed to the Chair and read 
aloud by the Speaker or Clerk before debate. 

(c) After a motion has been stated by the Speaker or 
read by the Speaker or Clerk, it shall be in the possession of 
the House; but it may be withdrawn before a decision or 
amendment, except in case of a motion to reconsider, which 
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motion, when made by a member, shall be in possession of the 
House and shall not be withdrawn without leave of the House. 

RULE |U. Motions, Order of Precedence. --» hen there are 
motions before the House, the order of precedence is as follows: 

To adjourn 

To lay on the table 

To postpone indefinitely 

Previous question 

To postpone to a day certain 

To commit 

To amend an amendment 

To amend 

To substitute 

To pass the bill 

No motion to lay on the table, to postpone indefinitely, 
to postpone to a day certain, to commit or to make a particular 
amendment, being decided, shall be again allowed at the same 
stage of the bill or proposition. 

ROLE 1 5. Motion to adjourn. — (a) A motion to adjourn 
shall be seconded before the motion is put to the vote of the 

House. 

(b) A motion to adjourn shall be decided without 

debate, and shall always be in order, except when the House is 

voting or some member is speaXing; but a motion to adjourn shall 

not follow a motion to adjourn until debate or some other 

business of the House has intervened. 

RULE |6. Motion to Table. — (a) A motion to table shall 
be seconded before the motion is put to the vote of the House and 
is in order except when a motion to adjourn is before the House. 

(b) A motion to table shall be decided without debate. 
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(c) A motion to tabic a bill shall constitute a motion 
to table the bill and all amendments thereto, 

(d) A motion to table an amendment shall not be 

construed as a motion to table the principal bill or any other 
amendment which has been offered thereto, and if such motion is 
carried, only the amendment shall lie upon the table. 

(e) When a question has been tabled, it shall not 
thereafter be considered except on motion [to reconsider under 
EnLe J_8, or] to remove from the table approved by a two-thirds 

(2/3) vote. 

RULE | 7. Motion to Postpone Indefinitely. — A motion to 
postpone indefinitely is in order except when a motion to adjourn 
or to lay on the table is before the House. However, after one 
motion to postpone indefinitely has been decided, another motion 
to postpone indefinitely shall not be allowed at the same stage 
of the bill or proposition. When a question has been postponed 
indefinitely, it shall not thereafter be considered except on 
motion [to reconsider unde r Pule jji, or] to place on the 
favorable calendar approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote. 

ROLE (8. Moti on to Reconsider. — (a) When a question 
has been decided, it is in order for any member to move for the 
reconsideration thereof, on the same or the succeeding 
legislative day; provided that if the vote by which the motion 
was originally decided was taken by a recorded vote, only a 
member of the majority may move for reconsideration. 

(b) A motion to reconsider shall be determined by a 
majority vote, except a motion to reconsider a motion tabling a 
motion to reconsider, which shall require a two-thirds (2/3) 
vote. 

[/*ry x **%%** tt tttfitfifrtt * ttllfi* MM fit&t MX** 
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HOLE 19. Previous aMStion.-- (a) The previons question 
.ay be called only by the member submitting the report on the 
bill cr other matter under consideration, by the memberU^] 
introducing the bill or other ntt« under consideration, or by 
the member in charge of the measure, who shall be designated by 
the chair .an of the committee reporting the same to the House at 
the time the bill or other matter under consideration is reported 
to the House or taken up for consideration. 

(b) The previous question shall be as follows: "Shall 
the »ain question now be put?" ahen the call for the previous 
question has been decided in the affirmative by a majority vote 
of the House, the "main question" is on the passage of the bill, 
resolution or other matter under consideration. 

(c) The call for the previous question shall preclude 
all motions, amendments and debate, except the motion to adjourn 
or motion to table or motion to postpone indefinitely made prior 
to the determination of the previous question. 

(d) If the previous question is decided in the 
negative, the main question remains under debate. 

IV. Voting 
FtlLE 20. Ose of Electronic Votina System.— (a) Votes 
on the following questions shall be taken on the electronic 
voting system, and the ayes and noes shall be recorded on the 

Journal: 

(|) All questions on which the Constitution of 

North Carolina requires that the ayes and noes 

be taken and recorded on the Journal. 

(2) All questions on which a call for the ayes and 

noes under Rule 24(a) has been sustained. 
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(3) Both second and third readings of bills 
proposing amendment of the Constitution of 
North Carolina or ratifying resolutions 
amending the Constitution of the Onited 
States. 

(b) Votes on the following guestions shall be taken on 
the electronic voting system, and a copy of the machine print-out 
of the votes shall be filed in the Principal Clerks office. A 
copy of the machine print-out shall also be filed in the 
Legislative Library where it shall be open to public inspection: 

(f) Second reading of all public bills, all 
amendments to public bills offered after 
second reading, third reading if a public bill 
was amended after second reading or if the 
reading occurs on a day or days following the 
second reading, all conference reports on 
public bills, all motions to lay public bills 
on the table, and all motions to postpone 
public bills indefinitely. 

(2) Upon a call for division. 

(3) Any other question upon direction of the 
Speaker or upon motion of any member supported 
by one-fifth (|/5) of the members present. 

(c) When the electronic voting system is used, twenty 
seconds shall be allowed for voting on the question before the 
House, unless the chair shall direct otherwise. The system shall 
be set to close automatically when that time has expired. After 
the system is closed, the Speaker may allow any member to vote 
until he orders the system locked. Once the system is locked, 
the vote shall be recorded and printed. 
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~~ " ~~" (d)"' "'~"fSe"~"votiiig station at each members aesit in the 
Chamber shall be used only by the meiaber to which the station is 
assigned. Onder no circumstances shall any other person vote at 
a members station. It is a breach of the ethical obligation of 
a member either to request that another person vote at the 
requesting member's station, or to vote at another member's 
station. The Speaker shall enforce this rule without exception. 

(e) When the electronic voting system is used, the 
Speaker shall state the question and shall then state 
substantially the following: "All in favor vote •aye 1 ; all 
opposed vote 'no'; the Clerk will open the vote." After the 
allotted time for voting has elapsed, the Speaker shall say: 
"The Clerk will now lock the machine and record the vote." After 
the machine is locked and the vote recorded, the Speaker shall 
announce the vote and declare the result. 

(f) One copy of the machine print-out of the vote 
record of all votes taken on the electronic system shall be filed 
in the office of the Principal Clerk, and one copy shall be filed 
in the Legislative Library where it shall be open to public 
inspection. 

(g) When the Speaker ascertains that the electronic 
voting system is inoperative before a vote is taken or while a 
vote is being taken on the electronic system, he shall announce 

that fact to the House and any partial electronic system voting 
record shall be voided. In such a case, if the Constitution of 
North Carolina or the fiules of the House require a call of the 
ayes and noes, the Clerk shall call the roll of the House, and 
the ayes and noes shall be taken manually and shall be recorded 
on the Journal. All roll call votes shall be taken 
alphabetically. All other votes shall be taken by voice vote. 
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If, after a vote is taken on the electronic system, it is 
discovered that a malfunction caused an error in the electronic 
system print-out, the Speaker shall direct the Reading Clerk and 
the Principal Clerk to verify and correct the print-out record 
and so advise the House. 

(h) For the purpose of identifying motions on which the 
vote is taken on the electronic system, the actions are coded as 
follows: 

| „ To adjourn. 

2. To lay on the table. 

3. To postpone indefinitely. 

4. Previous question. 

5. To postpone to a day certain. 

6. To commit. 

7. To amend an anendment. 

8. To amend. 

9. To substitute. 
JO. To reconsider. 
| | . Miscellaneous. 

ROLE 21. Voice Votes; Stating Questions. — When the 
electronic voting system is not used, the Speaker shall rise and 
put a question. 

(b) The question shall be put in this form, namely, 
"Those in favor (as the question may be) will say •Aye 1 ," and 
after the affirmation voice has been expressed, "Those opposed 
will say «No'. M 

ROLE 22. Determining Ques tions. — Onless otherwise 
provided by the Constitution of North Carolina or by these rules, 
all questions shall be deterained by a simple majority of the 
members present and voting. 
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SOLE 23. Voting by_ Division. — Any member may call for a 
division of the members upon the question before the result of 
the vote has been announced. Upon a call for a division, the 
Speaker shall cause the number voting in the affirmative and in 
the negative to be determined. Dpon a division and count of the 
House on any question, no member away from his seat shall be 
counted. 

RULE 2ft. Boll Call Vote. — (a) Before a question is put, 
any member may call for the ayes and noes. If the call is 
sustained by one-fifth (1/5) of the members present, the question 
shall be decided by the ayes and nces upon a roll call vote. 

(b) Every member who is in the Hall of the House when 
the question is put shall give his vote upon a call of the ayes 
and noes, unless the House [tf&X tpft&ZfZ Wt&fiWS shall excuse him 
[pursuant to Rule 2JUJJ. ] [*jtf %* *&X&*%XMi Xfi & f&ttfi&jL %10% 
ifXZM &*XX »? &&&*M0M XMM* Ml* VtUt* %%* MXX *t Xte 
MXX/1 

r Rgle 24.J.A. Excuse from d eliberations and voti ng on a 
bill. — (a) Anv_ m ember may r equest to be excus ed from the 
deliberations and voting on a particular bill , but to do so must 
make that request after the second r eading of the bi 11 and b efore 
any motion or vote on the bill or any amendment thereto . ] 

(£) The m embe r majf make a brief statemen t of the 
reasons fo r making that reg uest . The mem ber may send forward to 
lis. Principal Clerk, on a f orm provide d b£ the Clerk, a concise 
statement of the reason £ot the reguest. and the Clerk shall 
ilLSl.2&£ this statement in the Journal. The question on granting 
the reguest shall be taken without debate. 

(c) The member so excus ed shall n ot debate the bill or 
§51 amendment to the bill, vote on the bill, offer or vote on an_y 
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am endm ent to the bill, or offer or v ote on any_ motion concerning 
tki kill at that re ading , any s ubs e qu ent reading, or an^ 
subsequent consideration of the bill. 

(d) A member may. request that his excuse from 
deliberations on a particular bill be withdrawn. That q uest ion 
S.ka.11 kf- t*!l§Il without deb ate. ] 

ROLE 24. |[B]« Separation of Propositions. — Any member 
may call for a question to be divided into two or more 
propositions to be voted on separately, and the Speaker shall 
determine whether the question admits of such a division. 

RULE 25. Voti ng by Speaker. — In all elections the 
Speaker may vote. In all other instances he may exercise his 
right to vote, or he may reserve this right until there is a tie 
in which event he must vote, but in no instance may he vote twice 

on the same question. 

V. Ccumittees 

POLE 26. Committees Generally. — (a) All standing and 
select committees shall be appointed by the Speaker[/ ****** 
*%Y*t*%** itfktltXXI ******* M *** X****. ][ lie Speaker shall 
ap_£2iHt all standing co mmitt ees at the beginning of the session. ] 

I MY MY ****** **Y ****** ******* **** ****X*4 ** **1 
********** ** YL* ** * ****** *t *** ***** ******** **********/] 

[ (b) After the Speake r ma kes his ini tial appointments 
to a standing or select committee, he shall not increase the 
membership of that com mit tee, but may fill any vacancies which 
occur on that committee. 

(c) T he firs t member an nounce d on each committee shall 
be chairman, and where the Speaker so desires he may designate a 
co chai rman and one or more vice-c hair men. ] 

[/*^][ (d) ] [Either] the Chairman or [the) acting 
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chairman[,] designated by the Chairman or [by] the Speaker[ , ] and 
five other members of any ccmmittee[, or a majority of the 
committee, whichever is fever,] shall constitute a quorum of that 
committee. 

[/WlC(e) ] In any joint meeting of the Senate and House 
Committees, the House Committee [00j X0 XXX tX00t0%%M 
X000XX0 ][ re serve s ] the right to vote separately. 

ROLE 27. lltMUM&ML 0X ZHMXM VX00XX-X000.--/W XX 

xxt wxxwtxtxx st? x*x 0000x00 xm xttxxtt &*zz tntx+% x 

tfmwtt &M&X00 00 00XX 01 XH0 X0ZZ00XM 00M0XX0/ 

0000Xt\ ]CLi§t of Standing C omg ittees . — The standing committees 
are: ] 

Aging. 

Agriculture. 

Alcoholic Beverage Control. 

Appropriations. 

Appropriations Committee on the Base Budget. 

Appropriations Committee on Education. 

Appropriations Committee on General Government and 

Transportation. 

Appropriations Committee on Human Resources and Corrections. 

Banks and Banking. 

Commercial Fisheries and Oyster Industry. 

Commissions and Institutions for the Blind and Deaf. 

Constitutional Amendments. 

Corporations. 

Corrections. 

Courts and Judicial Districts. 

Economy. 

Education. 
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Election Laws. 

Employment Security. 

Finance. 

Health. 

Higher Education. 

Highway Safety. 

Human Resources. 

Insurance. 

Judiciary No. I. 

Judiciary No. II. 

Judiciary No. III. 

Local Government No. I. 

Local Government No. II. 

Manufacturers and Labor. 

Mental Health. 

Military and Veterans 1 Affairs. 

Natural & Economic Resources. 

Professional Law Enforcement Personnel and Practice. 

Public Libraries. 

Public Utilities. 

Rules and Operation of the House. 

State Government. 

State Personnel. 

State Properties. 

Transportation. 

University Board of Governors Nominating Committee. 

Water and Air Resources. 

Wildlife Resources. 

M MtfLtMM ttl MM* Xte MtWt & MXt*t W *ti MX6MM 4 
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<f# <t)HL%tMt tU fit* fit tfitfi ttfifi-f&tXtfififi. ] 

ROLE 28- Committee Meetings, — (a) Standing committees 

and subcommittees of standing committees shall be furnished with 
suitable meeting places pursuant to a schedule adopted by the 
Committee on Rules and Operation cf the House. Select committees 
shall be furnished with suitable meeting places as their needs 
require by the Chairman of the Committee on Fules and Operation 

of the House. 

(b) Subject to the provisions of the subsection (c) of 
this Rule, committees and subcommittees thereof shall permit 
other members of the General Assembly, the press, and the general 
public to attend all sessions of said committees or 
subcommittees. 

(c) The chairman or other presiding officer shall have 
general direction of the meeting place of the committee or 
subcommittee and, in case of any disturbance or disorderly 
conduct therein, or if the peace, good order, and proper conduct 
of the legislative business is hindered by any person or persons, 
the chairman or presiding officer shall have power to exclude 
from the session any individual or individuals so hindering the 
legislative business or, if necessary, to order the meeting place 
cleared of all persons not members of the committee or 
subcommittee. 

(d) Procedure in the committees shall be governed by 
the rules of the House, so far as the same may be applicable to 
such procedure. Before a question is put, any member may call 
for the ayes and noes. If the call is sustained by one-fifth 
(J/5) of the members present, the question shall be decided by 
the ayes and noes upon a roll call vote. All roll call votes 
shall be taken alphabetically. 
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(e) No committee or subcommittee shall meet on any day 
when the House shall not convene except by permission of the 
Speaker or by approval of the House by resolution adopted by a 

majority vote of the House. 

(f) No committee or subcommittee shall meet during any 
session of the House and all committee and subcommittee meetings 
shall adjourn no later than |5 minutes preceding a regular 
session of the House. 

(g) Any call or notice of a standing committee meeting 
between legislative sessions shall be mailed to each member of 
the committee by certified mail at least five days prior to such 
meeting, 

[ (k) D uring committee m eetings tfee chairman may 

exercise his right to vote, or he may, reserve this right until 
£&£££ is a tie, but in no insta nce may the chairman vote twice on 
the same question. ] 

[WVJZ W. VXXXXXXtX XXXtXXAX*—XXX XXXXXXXX Xt XXX 
XMXXXXXtX XWXX XXXXXtJ XX XXXXX XX XX XXXXXXXX4 XXX XXXXX XXXXX 
XXXttXXXtt xx xxx* XXXXX XX XXX XXX XXX HXXXXXX xxxxx* xwxt 
XXXXWXMX XXXXXXXXXX XX XX XM IXXX4 XXXX XXfi txxxx XX XXXV 

)mxxx$/ 1 

[12LE 29. Notice of Committee Meetings and H earings . — 
(a) P ublic notice of a ll committee m eetings shal l be given in 
the House. The chair m an of the c ommittee shall notify or cause 
1°. k£ notified ik§ sponsor of each bill which is set for hearing 
21 con sid eration before the committee as to the date , time and 
place of that meeting. 

(£) Notice shall be given not l ess than fiv e calendar 
<l<L£s prior to public hear ings. These notices shall be issue d as 
int. 2*LSation J°£ the press and information shall be posted in the 
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places designated by, the P rincipal Clerk. 

(£) Persons desi ring to appear and be heard at a public 
hearing are encouraged to file with the chairman of the committee 
3. b r i ef or written statement of the remarks to be made at least 
twenty- four k°.2£§ before the time of the hearing . ] 

RULE 30. Committee of the Wh ole Hou se. — (a) A Committee 
of the Whole House shall not be formed, except by suspension of 
the rules, if there be objection by any member. 

(b) After passage of a motion to form a Committee of 
the Whole House, the Speaker shall appoint a chairman to preside 
in committee, and the Speaker shall leave the Chair. 

(c) The rules of procedure in the House shall be 
observed in the Committee of the Whole House, so far as they may 
be applicable, except the rule limiting the time of speaking and 
the previous guestion. 

(d) In the Committee of the Whole House a motion that 
the committee rise shall always be in order, except when a member 
is speaking, and shall be decided without debate. 

(e) When a bill is submitted to the Committee of the 
Whole House, it shall be read and debated by sections, leaving 
the preamble to be last considered. The body of the bill shall 
not be defaced or interlined, but all amendments, noting the page 
and line, shall be duly entered by the Clerk on a separate paper 
as the same shall be agreed to by the committee, and be so 
reported to the House. After report, the bill shall again be 
subject to be debated and amended by sections before a question 
on its passage be taken. 

VI. Handling of Bills 
RULE 3|. Reference to Committee. — Each bill, joint 
resolution, or House resolution not introduced on the report of a 
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committee shall immediately upon its first reading be referred by 
the Speaker to such committee as he deems appropriate. 

RULE 32. Introdu ction of Bills and R eso lutions. — (a) 
All bills and resolutions shall be introduced by submitting same 
to the Principal Clerk's office on the legislative day prior to 
the first reading and reference thereof according to the 
following schedule: by 8:30 o'clock p.m. each Monday, by 4:30 
o* clock p.m. each Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and by 3:00 
o'clock p.m. each Friday. 

(b) Every bill or resolution shall be read in regular 
order of business, except upon permission of the Speaker or on 
the report of a committee. 

(c) All bills and resolutions shall show in their 
captions a brief descriptive statement of the true substance of 
same, which captions may thereafter be amended; provided that 
third reading shall not be had on any bill or resolution on the 
same day that such caption is amended. 

(d) A Substitute Eill shall be covered with the same 
color jacket as the original bill and shall be prefaced as 
follows: 

"House Substitute for" or "House Committee Substitute for . w 

(e) House Resolutions need not be read more than twice. 
RULE 32. | . Deadline on Intr oducti on of Certain Bills. — 

All local bills or tills prepared to be introduced for 
departments, agencies, or institutions of the State must be 
introduced not later than April | of the session year. All 
celebration, commendation, and commemoration resolutions, except 
those honoring the memory of deceased persons, must be introduced 
not later than April \ of the session year. 

ROLE 3 3. P aper s Addressed to the House. — Petitions, 
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memorials and other papers addressed to the House shall be 
presented by the Speaker. A brief statement of the contents 
thereof may be orally made by the introducer before reference to 
a committee, but such papers shall not be debated or decided on 
the day of their first being read unless the House shall direct 
otherwise. 

ROLE 34. In trod uct ion of Resolutions and Bills. Copies 
Requir ed. — (a) Whenever any resolution or bill is introduced, a 
duplicate copy thereof shall be attached thereto, and the 
Principal Clerk shall cause said duplicate copy to be numbered as 
the original resolution or bill is numbered, and shall cause the 
same to be available at all times to the member introducing the 
same. 

(b) Numbering of House Bills shall be designated as 

"H.B. ." (80. following). A Joint Resolution shall be 

designated as "H.J. P. . " (Ho. following). A House Resolution 

shall be designated as "H.R- ." (Ho. following). 

(c) Whenever any resolution or bill is filed for 
introduction, it shall be in such form and have such copies 
accompanying same as designated by the Speaker, and any 
resolution or bill introduced without the required number of 
copies shall be immediately returned to the introducer. The 
Clerk shall stamp the copies with the number stamped upon the 
original bill. 

RULE 35. Duplicating of Bills. — The Legislative 
Services Officer shall cause such bills as are introduced to be 
duplicated in such numbers as say be specified by the Speaker. 
The Legislative Services Officer shall cause one copy of each 
resolution and public bill for each legislator to be delivered to 
his clerk or secretary who shall place it in the appropriate 
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notebook on the legislator's desk. If a legislator so requests, 
a second copy shall be delivered to his clerk or secretary who 
shall place it in the legislator's office. The remaining copies 
shall be placed in the Printed Bills Room and made available to 
the committees to which the bill is referred, to individual 
legislators on request, and to the general public. 

PULE 36. Bepor t b^ Committee. — IXXX VXXX* Ml 

t*MX*%%*%* fiteXX M Xft&tX/t? %t*% XU tfflftWM X* MXM 
ttfttttM *%*X MM t&fijVM&Xfifi* ** %W MMtffl* Mt MfiXX? 
M *M* ' tttW X* XM &*t ***** X** pXXttX&X X*Xt*****t 
t?M**X* X* ItXXXtt X* XY* *Y*X**** *X X** */6**XXX** X**% XY* 
VXXX MX ** tffl$Z**t**X] Ihe chairman of the full 

Appropriations Committee may refer a bill or resolution to 
another appropriations committee specifically charged with the 
subject matter of the bill or resolution; the committee to which 
the bill or resolution is referred shall report the bill or 
resolution back to the full Appropriations Committee. 

(a) Favo rable Beport. When a committee reports a bill 
with the recommendation that it be passed, the bill shall be 
placed on the favorable calendar for the next succeeding 
legislative day; except that Committee Substitutes for bills 
shall be placed on the favorable calendar for the second next 
succeeding legislative day after adoption. 

(b) Beport Without Prejudice. When a committee reports 
a bill without prejudice, the bill shall be placed on the 
favorable calendar. 

(c) Postp oned Indefinitely. When a committee reports a 
bill with the recommendation that it be postponed indefinitely, 
and no minority report accompanies it, the bill shall be placed 
on the unfavorable calendar. 
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( d ) U nfavorabl e B epor t. When a committee reports a 
bill with the recommendation that it be not passed, and no 
minority report accompanies it r the bill shall be placed on the 
unfavorable calendar. 

( e ) Min orit y Beport, When a bill is reported by a 
committee with a recommendation that it be not passed or that it 
be postponed indefinitely, but it is accompanied by a minority 
report signed by at least one-fourth (f/4) of the members of the 
committee who were present and voting when the bill was 
considered in committee, the question before the House shall be: 
"The adoption of the minority report. n If the minority report is 
adopted by majority vote, the bill shall be placed on the 
favorable calendar for consideration. If the minority report 
fails of adoption by a majority vote, the bill shall be placed on 
the unfavorable calendar. 

BOLE 37. R emovin g Ej.ll from Unfavorable Calendar . — A 
bill may be removed from the unfavorable calendar upon motion 
carried by a two-thirds (2/3) vote. A motion to remove a bill 
from the unfavorable calendar is 100X] debatable[.] [/ 0%% X00 
000000 0A04 001000 00X004 tt* *0X%00/ 0000 00X00 000 0000100 

*X*X 0000X4 000 00t0 0000 XX00 0X00000 X0 X00&004 00 000 0000000 
%0t 000 0000000} 

RULE 38. Beports on Appropriation and Bevenue Bills. — 
All committees, other than the Committee on Appropriations, when 
favorably reporting any bill which carries an appropriation from 
the State, shall indicate same in the report, and said bill shall 
be referred to the Committee on Appropriations for a further 
report before being acted upon by the House. All committees, 
other than the Committee on Finance, when favorably reporting any 
bill which in any way or manner raises revenue, reduces revenue, 
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levies a tax, or authorizes the issue of bonds or notes, whether 

public, public-local, or private, shall indicate sane in the 

report, and said bill shall fce referred to the Committee on 

Finance for a further report before being acted upon by the 

House. 

POLE 39. Recall P.I gill from Committee.— When a bill 
has been introduced and referred to a committee, if after |0 
legislative days the committee has failed to report thereon, then 
the introducer of the bill or seme member designated by him may, 
after three legislative days' public notice given in the House 
[and delivered in writing to the chairman of the committee"). on 
motion supported by a majority vote of the members present and 
voting, recall the same from the committee to the floor of the 
House for consideration and such action thereon as a majority of 
the members present may direct. UW%VL%*% %+ &?$ x*X* MiXX 
W&&X Mt ttMXX fit * VZXX ***** %**t*t*t* MWffj&XM 0£ XXL* 
MX** Mtet MX* MAMS] [This rule shall not £e temporarily 
suspended without one dav.^s notice on t£e motion given in the 
House and delivered in writing to the chairman of the committee^ 
and to sustain that motion two-thirds (2/3) of the members 
present and voting shall be reguired. ] 

ROLE 4 0. Calendars and Schedules of Business. — The 
Clerk of the House shall prepare a daily schedule of business, 
including the Calendar of Bills and Resolutions fcr consideration 
and debate that day, in accordance with the Order of Business of 
the Day (Rule 5). The Clerk shall number all bills and 
resolutions in the order in which they are introduced. All bills 
and resolutions shall be taken up as they appear in each category 
[Rule 5(7) ] in the order they were reported by committee; but the 
Committee on Rules and Operation of the House may at any time 
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arrange the order of precedence in which bills may be considered. 
PULE 41. Headings of Bills. — (a) Every bill shall 
receive three readings in the House prior to its passage. The 
first reading and reference of the bill to committee shall occur 
on the next legislative day following its introduction, and the 
Speaker shall give notice at each subsequent reading whether it 
be the second or third reading. 

(b) No bill shall te read more than once on the same 
day without the concurrence of two-thirds (2/3) of the members 
present and voting. 

m%* xxx xxxxxx xx w xxxxxx xxxxx/xaxy ww^ ** xxx 
ttxxxxxxtx xx xxxxxxxxxx aw xx xxxx xxxxx xxxxx x xxxx xxx xxxx 
xxxxxx/ xxx xxxxx x* xxxx *x xxn xx xxx xxxxxxxxx xx xxx xxxx 

WWX M XXX XXXXXXXXXX UXXXXXX/ XX* XXXXXXX* ftX XXXX XXXX fit 

xxx t xxxxxx xx xxxxxxxxxx xx xxx xxx&xxx xxxxxx xxxxx xxx xx 

MWXXXX XX XXX XXXXX XXXXXX XX XXXX XXX XXXXX XX xxxxx xxxxx 
xxxxxx xxx txxxxxtxx XX XXX XXXXXX XXXX XXXXXXX XXXXX XX xxxx 
%M XXX XXXXX/ XXX XXXIX MX XX XXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXX XX X two- 
MXXXX//// AZ/XY XXXXX 

ffl y* XXXXX XXXX XXfilX XX XXXX XX XXX vxxxx xx xxxxxx 
XX* xxxxxxxxxx XX XX XX XX XXXtXXXXX XXXX XXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXX 
MXXX X& XtXX XXXX XXXX XXX XXXXXX XX XXXXXX XX XXXX XXX XX XXX 

XX*XXX*X/1 

RULE 43. A mendments and Ri d ers . — No amendment or rider 

to a bill before the House shall be in order unless such rider or 
amendment is germane to the bill under consideration. 

Only one principal (first degree) amendment shall be 
pending at any one time. If a subsequent or substitute principal 
amendment shall be offered, the Speaker shall rule it out of 
order. However, any aember desiring to offer a subsequent or 
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substitute principal amendment in opposition to the pending 
amendment may inform the House by way of argument against the 
pending amendment that if it is defeated he proposes to offer 
another principal amendment, and he may then read and explain 
such proposed amendment. 

Perfecting (or second degree) amendments may be offered 
and considered without limitation as to number, and in the event 
of multiple perfecting amendments, they shall be voted upon in 
inverse order. 

[HULI iil-J.- House concurrence in Senate amendments to 
House bills. — The House sh all net concur in a Senate amendment to 
a bill originating in the House until the next legislative day on 
which the House rec eives the Senate amendment. ] 

BOLE 44. Conference Committees. — (a) Whenever the House 
shall decline or refuse to concur in amendments put by the Senate 
to a bill originating in the House, or shall refuse to adopt a 
substitute adopted by the Senate for a bill originating in the 
House or whenever the Senate shall decline or refuse to concur in 
amendments put by the House to a bill originating in the Senate, 
or shall refuse to adopt a substitute adopted by the House for a 
bill originating in the Senate, a conference committee chairman 
and committee shall be appointed upon motion made, consisting of 
the number named in the motion; and the bill under consideration 
shall thereupon go to and be considered by the joint conferees on 
the part of the House and Senate. 

(b) Only such matters as are in difference between the 
two houses shall be considered by the conferees, and the 
conference report shall deal only with such matters. The 
conference report shall not be amended and may be made by a 
majority of the House members of such conference committee. 
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VII. Legislative Officers and Employees 
ROLE 45. Elected Officers. — (a) The House shall elect 
one of its members Speaker. 

(b) The House shall elect one of its members Speaker 
pro tempore who shall perform such duties as the Speaker may 
assign and shall preside over the House in the absence or 
incapacity of the Speaker and shall perform all of the duties of 
the Speaker until such time the Speaker may assume the Chair. 

(c) The House shall elect a Principal Clerk, a Reading 
Clerk and a Sergeant-at-Arms, each of whom shall have and perform 
such duties and responsibilities not inconsistent with these 
Rules as the Speaker may assign. The Principal Clerk shall 
continue in office until another is elected. 

RULE 46. Assi stant s to Principal Clerk and Sergean t- ay- 
Arms. — The Principal Clerk and the Sergeant-at-Arms may appoint, 
with the approval of the Speaker, such assistants as may be 
necessary to the efficient discharge of the duties of their 
respective offices. 

ROLE 47. Speaker's C^erk , Ch aplain , and Pages. — (a) The 
Speaker may appoint one or more clerks to the Speaker, a Chaplain 
of the House, and pages to wait upon the sessions of the House. 

(b) When the House is not in session, the pages shall 
be under the supervision of the Supervisor of Pages. 

(c) No member may have more than \ persons designated 
as honorary pages. 

ROLE 48. Committe e Clerks and Secretaries. — (a) Each 
committee shall have a clerk. The clerk to a committee shall 
serve as secretary to the chairman of that committee. 

(b) Each member shall be assigned a secretary, unless 
he has a committee clerk to serve as his secretary. 
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(c) The selection and retention of clerks and 
secretaries shall be the sole prerogative of the individual 
member or members. Such clerks and secretaries shall file 
initial applications for employment with the Legislative Services 
Office and shall receive compensation as prescribed by the 
Legislative Services Commission. The employment period of clerks 
and secretaries shall commence not earlier than the convening 
date of the General Assembly and shall terminate not later than 
the final adjournment or recess of the General Assembly unless 
employment for an extended period is approved by the Speaker. 
The clerks and secretaries shall adhere to such uniform rules and 
regulations not inconsistent with these Rules regarding hours and 
other conditions of employment as the Legislative Services 
Commission shall fix by appropriate regulations. 

RULE 49. Compens a tion of Clerks and Secretaries . — No 
clerk, laborer, or other person employed or appointed under Rules 
47, 48, and 49 hereof shall receive during such employment, 
appointment, or service, any compensation from any department of 
the State government, and there shall not be voted, paid or 
awarded any additional pay, bonus or gratuity to any of them, but 
they shall receive only the pay now provided by law for such 
duties and services. 

VIII. Privileges of the Hall 

RULE 50. Admittance to Floor. — No person except 
members, officers and employees of the General Assembly and 
former members of the General Assembly who are not registered 
under the provisions of Article 9 of Chapter f 20 of the General 
Statutes of North Carolina shall be allowed on the floor of the 
House during its session, unless permitted by the Speaker or 
otherwise provided by law. 
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ROLE 5|. Admittance of Press, — Reporters wishing to 
take down debates may be admitted by the Speaker, who shall 
assign such places to them on the floor or elsewhere, to effect 
this object, as shall not interfere with the convenience of the 
House. 

ROLE 52, Exte nding Cour t esies . — Courtesies of the 
floor, galleries or lobby shall only be extended at the 
discretion of the Speaker. 

ROLE 5 3. Order in Galleries and Lobby. — In case of any 
disturbance or disorderly conduct in the galleries or lobby, the 
Speaker or other presiding officer is empowered to order the same 
to be cleared. 

IX. General Rules 

SOLE 54. Attendance of Members . — No member or officer 
of the House shfill absent himself from the service of the House 
without leave, unless from sickness or disability. 

ROLE 55. D ocumen ts to be Signed by the Spea ker . — All 
acts, addresses, and resolutions and all warrants and subpoenas 
issued by order of the House shall be signed by the Speaker or 
other presiding officer. 

RULE 56. Printing cr Reproducing M aterials . — There 
shall b*> no printing or reproducing of paper (s) that are not 
legislative in essence except open approval of the Speaker. 

ROLE 57. Pl aceme nt of M aterial on Members* Desks . — 
Persons other than members of the General Assembly, officers or 
st,aff thereof shall not place or cause to be placed any materials 
<>n members 1 desks without obtaining approval of the Speaker. Any 
material so placed shall bear the name of the originator. 

RULE 58. Rules . Re sci ssion and Alteration. — (a) [Jf/* 
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iffy* MXZt* tXfififi fit W* WXXW MfitfittJ fififi tfi fififiXfiXfi fififit 
fittXfifi XXfi/XXXXXfi A2/M ?? Mfi fififiVmr* PfitfififiX fifiX MXXfii fiXAXX 

)6fi XfifilXtfiXX ][ The se rales shall not be permanently rescinded or 
altered except b£ House siagie resol ution passed £2 a two-thirds 
(2/3) vote of the members present and voting. The introducer of 
th e resolution must on the floor of t^e House ijive J52iice of his 
int ent to introduce t^e resolution on the legislative da;y 
preceding its introduction, ] 

(b) Except as otherwise provided herein, the House upon 
two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present and voting nay 
temporarily suspend any rule. 

[ww **/ %x*xwxxw *% w MttMtimt *x j&zxx* am 

WMXM%***."M1 ttfififit HXf&%*& Yfi fit fifitfifitt fi fiXXX fit 
t**fiX%XXfi* fiWfi* W* Mfi tetttMWl fifig tfi fifi M fiPPfifiXXfi/$ XA 
Mfi fiZZXt* ft XW VtXfitXPtX «M* Xtt fittifi PfitPfififi tXXZXfi fififi 

text Hfifix tfixxfifixu xw wtrntttfitx *z ym tfifitxfi* ****** ixitb 

tyLfiXL )SXXX 0X ********** *** ***** **** *** ********/] 

RULE 60. Correcting of Typographical Errors. — The 
Legislative Services Officer may correct typographical errors 
appearing in House bills or resolutions provided that such 
corrections are made before ratification and do not conflict with 
any actions or rules of the Senate and provided further that such 
correction be approved by the Chairman of the Pules Committee, 
the Speaker or other presiding cfficer. 

RULE 6|- Matters not Covered in These Rules . — Except as 
herein set out the rules of the House of Representatives of 
Congress shall govern the operation of the House. 

[***/ 7/ W ********* ************ Xfi ***** ***** 
***** fififiXZ ** **** M ***** fiXPPXfi **********/] 
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Sec. [?][2]. This resolution shall become effective 
upon adoption. 
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SENATE RULES 
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THE SENATE BOLES PBOPOSED 
BY THE 
SPECIAL INTERIM JOINT COMMITTEE 
TO STUDY THE POLES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The text is that of Senate Resolution |69, adopted March 
IK 1 977, as amended. 

Changes in the Senate Pules adopted by the J977-J978 
Senate are followed by bracketed material [bracketed material] 
containing the citation to the relevant simple resolution. 

Suggested changes are indicated as follows: 

1. Language proposed to be deleted is bracketed and 
stricken through [*XX&X& XXtfiAgYI. 

2. Language proposed to be added is bracketed and 
underlined [underlined]. 

A SENATE RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE PERMANENT ROLES OF THE SENATE 
FOR THE [/JWKJ.979] SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEHBLY OF NORTH 
CAROLINA. 

Be it resolved by the Senate: 

Section J. The permanent rules for the [/ja^Mf 19791 
Session are as follows: 

PERMANENT RULES OF THE f/377 If 1979 1 SENATE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NO RTH CAROLINA 

I. Order of Business, Rules |-7 

II- Conduct of Debate, Rules 8-J7 

III. Motions, Rules |8-24 

IV. Voting, Rules 25-30 

V. Committees, Rules 3J-37 

VI. Handling Bills, Rules 38-59 

VII. Legislative Officers and Employees, Rules 60-65 

VIII. General Rules, Rules 66-77 



I. Order of Business 
ROLE J. Rules controlling the Sena te of North Carolina 
1S<1 lis Committees. — The following rules shall govern and control 

all actions and procedures of the Senate and its committees. 
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POLE 2. Convening hour, — The President shall take the 
chair at the hour fixed by the Senate upon adjournment on the 
preceding legislative day, and shall call the members to order. 
In case the Senate adjourned on the preceding legislative day 
without having fixed the hour of reconvening, the Senate shall 
reconvene on the next legislative day at |:00 p.m. 

ROLE 3. O pening the ses sion. — The President shall, upon 
order being obtained, have the sessions of the Senate opened with 
prayer. 

ROLE 4. C onvening in abse nce of Presid ent . — In the 
absence of the President, the President pro tempore shall 
reconvene the Senate and preside, and during such time shall be 
vested with all powers of the President except that of casting a 
vote in case of tie when he has already voted on the question as 
a Senator. In the event of the absence of the President and 
President pro tempore at any time fixed for the reconvening of 
the Senate, the Principal Clerk of the Senate, or in his absence 
also, some member of the Senate Committee on Rules and Operation 
of the Senate, shall call the Senate to order and designate some 
member to act as President. 

ROLE 5. Quorum . — (a) A quorum consists of a majority of 
all the qualified members of the Senate. 

(b) When a lesser number than a quorum convene, the Senators 
present may send the doorkeeper or any person, for any or all 
absent Senators, as a majority of the Senators present determine. 

ROLE 6. Approval of Journal. — After the prayer, and 
upon appearance of a quorum, the President shall cause the 
Journal of the preceding day to be read and approved, unless the 
Chairman of the Committee on Rules and Operation of the Senate or 
some member of the Senate by motion sustained by a majority of 
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the members present, has the reading thereof dispensed with and 
the same approved as written. 

ROLE 7. O rder of busin ess. — After approval of the 
Journal, the order of business shall be as follows: 

(1) Reports of standing committees. 

(2) Reports of select committees. 

(3) Introduction of bills, petitions, and resolutions. 

(4) Messages from the House of Representatives. 

(5) Unfinished business of preceding day. 

(6) Special orders. 

(7) General Orders: 

(a) Local bills in numerical order. Senate bills first 
(i) Third reading roll call and electronic 

voting systea votes 
(ii) Second reading roll call and electronic 

voting system votes 
(iii) Second reading v iva voce 
(iv) Third reading viva voce 

(b) Public bills in numerical order. Senate bills first 
(i) Third reading roll call and electronic 

voting system votes 
(ii) Second reading roll call and electronic 

voting systei votes 
(iii) Second reading viva voce 
(iv) Third reading viva voce . 
II. Conduct of Debate 
RULE 8. President to maintain order. — The President 
shall have general direction of the Hall of the Senate and shall 
be authorized to take such action as is necessary to maintain 
order, and in case of any disturbance or disorderly conduct in 
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the galleries or lobbies, he shall have the power to order those 
areas cleared, 

FULE 9. Substi tutio n for President. — The President 
shall have the right to call on any member to perform the duties 
of the Chair, but substitution shall not extend beyond one day. 

ROLE JO. Points of order. — <a) The President shall 
preserve order and decorum and proceed with the business of the 
Senate according to the rules adopted. He shall decide all 
questions of order, subject to an appeal to the Senate by any 
member, on which appeal no member shall speak more than once 
unless by leave of the Senate. A two-thirds vote of the members 
present is necessary to sustain any appeal from the ruling of the 
Chair. 

<b) In the event the Senate Bules do not provide for, or cover 
any point of order raised by any Senator, the rules of the United 
States House of Representatives shall govern. 

(c) Rhen a Senator is called to order he shall take his seat 
until the President determines whether he was in order or not; if 
decided to be out of order, he shall not proceed without the 
permission of the Senate; and every question of order shall be 
decided by the President, subject to an appeal to the Senate by 
any Senator; and if a Senator is called to order for words 
spoken, the words excepted to shall be immediately taken down in 
writing, that the President or Senate may be better able to judge 
the matter. 

RULE J |. De bat ing and voting by_ Lieutenant Govern or. — 
The Lieutenant Governor, as President of the Senate, being a 
Constitutional Officer shall not have the right to debate any 
question or to address the Senate upon any proposition unless by 
permission of the majority of members present, and shall have the 
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right to vote only when there is a tie vote upon any question or 
elect ion. 

RULE 1 2. Obtaini ng rec ognitio n. — (a) When any Senator 
is about to speak in debate or deliver any natter to the Senate, 
he shall rise from his seat and respectfully address the 
President. No member shall speak until recognized by the 
President, and when two or more members rise at the same time, 
the President shall name the member to speak. 

(b) A Senator who has the floor nay yield the floor to another 
Senator only for the purpose of allowing another Senator to state 
a question. Only the Chair may award the floor to any Senator 
for the purposes of allowing that Senator to engage in general 
debate. 

[(c) A senator who has o btained the fl oor may be i nterrupte d 
only for the following reasons ; 

L» i r equest that the member speaking yield for a 
qu estion , 

2- a point of orde r, or 

!• §. par liamentary inquir y. ] 

ROLE 1 3. Recog nit ion for extending courtesies. — (a) 
Courtesies of the floor and galleries shall be extended only by 
the President on his own motion or upon the written request of a 
member of the Senate to former members of the General Assembly or 
to distinguished visitors. 

(b) fleabers may designate Honorary Pages by a statement 
delivered to the Principal Clerk who will have a certificate 
issued therefor. 

(c) The President may upon written request at intervals 
between various orders of business extend courtesies to schools 
or other special large groups visiting in the galleries while 



48 



Senate Resolution | 69 



they are present, and the President shall, at such tines as he 
deems appropriate, express to those visitors in the galleries the 
pleasure of the Senate for their presence. 

ROLE 1 4. Limitations on individual debate . — [>W Jffi 
**%*%*% *%*%% &f**X tt tet&t Mtfi %Mt WM* %%*** **t W&t 
W* Ifittt %jL1£ tXtMte fit fife fit** M fit M* &** **¥***% 
*%&?*% %Mt fit KXft %fk&W\ [(a) No senator shall speafc on 
%hs same day. more than twice on the main question , nor longer 
than thirty minutes for the first speech and fifteen minutes for 
the second speech. No s enator shal l speak on the same day more 
than once on an am endment or a notion to reconsider . commit, 
app eal or postpone, and t hen no longer t han ten minutes. The 
Sena te j»ay» b£ c onsent of a m ajor ity of senators present , suspen d 
the o per ation of this subsection of this rule during any debate 
on any particular questio n.! 

(b) By permission of the President any member of the Senate 
may address the Senate from the lectern located on the floor 
before the dais for the purpose of explaining a bill or 
resolution, stating a point of personal privilege or for the 
purpose of debate. 

ROLE | 5. P riority of busin ess . — All questions relating 
to priority of business shall be decided without debate. 

ROLE | 6. Heading of p ap ers . — Ifhen the reading of a 
paper, other than a petition, is called for, and any Senator 
objects to the reading, the question shall be determined by the 
Senate without debate. 

ROLE | 7. General decorum . — (a) Senators and visitors 
shall uncover their heads upon entering the Senate Chamber while 
the Senate is in session and shall continue uncovered during 
their continuance in the Chamber, unless one f s religion requires 
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his head to be covered. 

(b) No remark reflecting personally upon the action of any 
Senator shall be in order upon the floor of the Senate unless 
preceded by a motion or resolution of censure. 

(c) When the President is putting a question, or a division by 
counting is in progress, no Senator shall walk out of or across 
the Chamber, nor when a Senator is speaking, pass between hi a and 
the President. 

(d) When a motion to adjourn or for recess is affirmatively 
determined, no member or officer shall leave his place until 
adjournment or recess is declared by the President. 

(e) Smoking shall not be allowed in the galleries of the 
Senate during sessions. [ ^XftW *J0tf? M£ W *XX#Mt M %M 

[Senate Resolution 627, adopted Way 5, 1977]] 

(f) No remark soliciting the donation of funds for the support 
of any person or organization shall be in order upon the floor of 
the Senate, unless the remark has some relevance to a bill or 
resolution before the body. 

III. notions 

RULE | 8. Motions g ener ally. — All motions shall be 
reduced to writing, if desired by the President or a Senator, 
delivered at the table, and read by the President or Reading 
Clerk before the same are debated; but any motion may be 
withdrawn by the introducer at any time before decision or 
amendment. Except as otherwise specifically provided in these 
rales, no second is required. 

ROLE }9. Motions : order of precedence . — When a question 
is before the Senate no motion shall be received except those 
herein specified, which motions shall have precedence as follows: 
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(1 ) To adjourn. 

(2) To lay on the table, 

(3) For the previous question, 

(4) To postpone indefinitely. 

(5) To postpone to a certain day- 

(6) To coaait to a standing coaaittee. 

(7) To coaait to a select coffiaittee. 

(8) To aaend. 

(9) To substitute. 

PULE 20. Motions to adiourn and to lav. on the table- ~ 
The aotions to adjourn and to lay on the table shall be [seconded 
and] decided without debate, and the aotion to adjourn shall 
always be in order when aade by a Senator entitled to the floor. 
ROLE 21. Motions to £Ost£one to certain da* and to 
coaait.— The respective aotions to postpone to a certain day, or 
to coaait to a standing or select coaaittee, shall preclude 
debate on the aain question. 

RULE 22. Action when previous question £endin a .-- When a 
aotion for the previous question is made and is pending, debate 
shall cease. After a motion for the previous question is made, 
pending a second thereto, any member aay give notice that he 
desires to offer an amendment to the bill or other Batter under 
consideration; and after the previous question is seconded such 
aeaber shall be entitled to offer his amendment in pursuance of 

such notice. 

RULE 23. Motion for previous SJiestion.-- The previous 

question shall be as follows: -shall the main question be now 
put?" and until it is decided shall preclude all aaendaents and 
debate. If this question is decided in the affiraative, the 
»aain question" shall be on the passage of the bill, resolution. 
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or other matter under consideration; but when amendments are 
pending, the question shall be taken upon such amendments in 
their inverse order, without further debate or amendment: 
Provided, that no one shall move the previous question except the 
chairman of the committee submitting the report on the bill or 
other matter under consideration, and the member introducing the 
bill or other matter under consideration or the member in charge 
of the measure, who shall be designated by the chairman of the 
committee reporting the same to the Senate at the time the bill 
or other matter under consideration is reported to the Senate or 
taken up for consideration. 

BOLE 24. Motion to r econsider . — When a question has 
been once put and decided, any Senator who voted in the majority 
may move to reconsideration thereof; but no motion for the 
reconsideration of any vote shall be in order after the bill, 
resolution, message, report, amendment, or motion upon which the 
vote was taken has gone out of the possession of the Senate; nor 
shall any motion for reconsideration be in order unless made on 
the same day or in the next following legislative day on which 
the vote proposed to be reconsidered took place, unless the 
motion is made by the Committee on Rules and Operation of the 
Senate for verbal or grammatical errors in the bills, when the 
motion may be made at any time: Provided, that when the next 
legislative day has by motion of the Senate, been restricted as 
to matters which may be considered, a motion to reconsider shall 
be in order on the next succeeding day upon which regular 
business is conducted. No question shall be reconsidered more 
than once, 

IV. Voting 

RULE 25. Dse of electro nic voting sys tem . — (a) Votes 
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on the following questions shall be taken on the electronic 
voting system, and the ayes and noes shall be recorded on the 
Journal: 

(1) All questions on which the Constitution of North 
Carolina requires that the ayes and noes be taken 
and recorded on the Journal. 

(2) All questions on which a call for the ayes and noes 
under Rule 26(b) has been sustained. 

(3) Both second and third readings of bills proposing 
amendment of the Constitution of North Carolina. 

(b) Votes on the following questions shall be taken on the 
electronic voting system, and a copy of the machine print- out of 
the votes shall be filed in the Legislative Library where it 
shall be open to public inspection: 

<|) Second reading of all public bills, all amendments 
to public bills offered after second reading, third 
reading if a public bill was amended after second 
reading, and all conference reports on public 
bills. 

(2) Any other question upon direction of the Chair or 
upon motion of any Senator supported by one-fifth 
of the Senators present. 

(c) When the electronic voting system is used, the Chair shall 
fix and announce the time, not to exceed one minute, which shall 
be allowed for voting on the question before the Senate. The 
system shall be set to lock automatically and to record the vote 
when that time has expired. Once the system has locked and 
recorded a vote, the vote shall be printed by the system. 

(d) The voting station at each Senator's desk in the Chamber 
shall be used only by the Senator to which the station is 
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assigned. Under no circumstances shall any other person vote at 
a Senators station. It is a breach of the ethical obligation of 
a Senator either to request that another vote at the requesting 
Senator's station, or to vote at another Senator's station. The 
Chair shall enforce this rule without exception. 

(e) When the electronic voting system is used, the Chair shall 
state the question and shall then state substantially the 
following: "All in favor vote 'aye'; all opposed vote 'no'; 

seconds will be allowed for voting on this question; the 

Clerk will unlock the machine." After the machine locks and 
records the vote, the Chair shall announce the vote and declare 
the result. 

(f) One copy of the machine print- out of the vote record shall 
be filed in the office of the Principal Clerk, and one copy shall 
be filed in the Legislative Library where it shall be open to 
public inspection. 

(g) When the Chair ascertains that the electronic voting 
system is inoperative before a vote is taken or while a vote is 
being taken on the electronic system, he shall announce that fact 
to the Senate and any partial electronic system voting record 
shall be voided. In such a case, if the Constitution of North 
Carolina or the Rules of the Senate require a call of the ayes 
and noes, the Clerk shall call the roll of the Senate, and the 
ayes and noes shall be taken manually and shall be recorded on 
the Journal. All other votes shall be taken by voice vote as 
prescribed in Senate Bule 26(a). If, after a vote is taken on 
the electronic system, it is discovered that a malfunction caused 
an error in the electronic system print-out, the Chair shall 
direct the Reading Clerk and the Principal Clerk to verify and 
correct the print-out record and so advise the Senate. 
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(h) For the purpose of identifying motions on which the vote 
is taken on the electronic system (the identification codes 
having no relation to the order of precedence of motions) , the 
motions are coded as follows: 

|. To lay on the table. 

2. For the previous guest ion. 

3. To postpone indefinitely. 

4. To postpone to a day certain. 

5. To refer to a committee. 

6. To reconsider. 

7. To adopt. 

8. To concur. 

9. To take from the table. 
10. Miscellaneous. 

ROLE 26. Voice v otes : call for ayes and noes. — (a) 
Shen the electronic voting system is not used, all votes on which 
a call of the roll of the Senate is not required shall be taken 
by voice vote. The question shall be put as follows: "Those in 
favor say 'aye 1 ," and, after the affirmative vote is expressed, 
"Opposed 'no'"; after which the Chair shall announce the result. 
If a division on any vote is desired, it must be called for 
immediately before the result of the voting is announced on any 
question, and upon such call, the Chair shall require the members 
to stand and be counted for and against the proposition under 
consideration. 

(b) The ayes and the noes may be called for on any question 
before the vote is taken. If a Senator desires the ayes and noes 
recorded on the Journal on a question, he shall address the Chair 
and obtain recognition and say "Upon that question I call for the 
ayes and noes." Whereupon the Chair shall say, "Is the call 
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sustained?" If one- fifth of the Senators present then stand, the 
vote shall be taken on the electronic voting system if it is 
operative, and the ayes and noes shall be recorded on the 
Journal. If the electronic voting system is inoperative, the 
roll of the Senate shall be called and the ayes and noes taken 
■ ana ally and recorded on the Journal. If fewer than one-fifth of 
the Senators present stand to sustain the call, the Chair shall 
announce w ftn insufficient nuaber up w and a vote by electronic 
voting or by voice, whichever is appropriate under the Rules of 
the Senate, shall be taken. 

HULE 27. Pairs. — If a Senator is paired with another 
Senator on a question, the Senator shall announce the pair as 
follows: "Hr. President, I desire to announce a pair. If 

Senator were present, he would vote ; I would vote 

(the opposite)." The Senator shall send forward at that 

time a written statement of the pair on a form provided by the 
Principal Clerk and neither member of the pair shall vote on the 
question. k pair shall be announced before the vote is taken 
viva v oce , or if the electronic voting system is used, before the 
machine is unlocked. The Clerk shall record the pair on the 
Journal when the Constitution or Pules of the Senate require a 
call of the roll and shall record on the electronic system print- 
out all pairs announced. 

ROLE 2 8. Dividing questio n. — If any question contains 
several distinct propositions, it shall be divided by the 
President, at the request of any Senator, provided each 
subdivision, if left to itself, forms a substantive proposition. 

ROLE 29. Duty to vote : ex cus es. — IXW\ Every Senator 
who is within the bar of the Senate when the question is stated 
by the Chair shall vote thereon unless he is excused by the 
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Senate f pursuant to Rule 27 or Rule 29.1 . 1 The bar of the Senate 
shall include the entire Senate Chamber, 

IWY **t ******* **t **$**** ** V* ******* It fit ******/ *t***t 
*****X***Xt ****** ** ***** *** **** *** **** **ZX** t*t *M 

****** * **** **** **** ****** *** **** ********* ** ****** *** 

********** ****** ****** *** **** ?*X*XX**/ J** ******* **t **** 
1 ***** ********* ** X¥* ******* t*t ***XM **** **fi***U *M 
***** **** ******* ** *** y*X**X**X VX*XX/ ** * **** ******** M 
*** ?Z***/ 1 ******* ********* *t *** ****** X** *** X*A***X4 *** 
*** n*X* ***** ******* **** ********* %* *** ******** WW 
******** ** ******** *t *** ******* ***XX V* ***** ******* 
?&***/] 

C£!ii§. 29. X- Excu se from deliberations and voting on a 
bill . — (a) Any. Senator m ay request to be excused from the 
d eliberati ons and voting on a part i cula r bill, but to do so must 
make that request after the second reading of the bill and b efore 
any motion or vote on the bill or any amendment thereto. ] 

(£) The Senator sha ll make a brief statement of the reasons 
for making that request . The S enator shall send forward to the 
Principal Clerk, on a form provided by. the Clerks a concise 
statement of the r eason for the requ est , and the Clerk shall 
include this statement in the Journ al. The question on granting 
2J[ the request shall be taken without debate. 

(c) The Senator so e xcused shall not debate the bill or any 
amendment to the bill, vot e on the bill, offer or vote on any 
amendment to the bill , or offer or v ote on any motion concerning 
tfre bill at that reading , any subsequent reading, or any. 
subsequent consideration of the bill. 

(1) i Senator may request that his excuse from deliberations 
23. 1 P articu lar bill be with d rawn . T hat question shall be taken 
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without debate, ] 

BOLE 30. Explanation of vote. — Any Senator Bay explain 
his vote on any bill pending by obtaining permission of the 
President f Vitjh5tf& If after ~j the vote is taken: Provided, that not 
more than three minutes shall be consumed in such explanation. 

[ Eii!§. 21 • JL« Questions of personal privilege . Dpon 
recognition by. the President for that p urpose , any Senator may 
s^eak to a question of personal privil e g e for a time not 
exceeding three mi nut es. Persona l privil ege nay not be used to 
explain a vote or debate a bill. The Presi dent shall determine 
II £h£ SilSsStion raised is one of p rivilege and shall , without the 
£2iSi of Slier being raised , enforce this rule. ] 

V. Committees 

SOLE 3|. Appointment of Committ ees . — [ (a) ] The 

President of the Senate, unless he has by law disqualified 
himself from that office, shall have the exclusive right and 
authority to appoint all committees, regular or select, and to 
appoint Committee Chairmen and Vice-chairmen, but he may delegate 
said authority in any instance, as he may choose. Upon the 
recommendation of the Committee on Rules and Operation of the 
Senate, the Senate may authorize^ by majority vote of the 
Senators present and voting , ] {%§L$%%%$%iL%\& change, in the n umber 
of ] standing committees. 

[ (k) lk& President of the Sen ate shall appoint all standin g 
committees at the beginning of the session, 

(£) £J£®£ the Pr esiden t of the Senate makes his initial 
appointment s to a standing or select committee, he shall not 
increase the m embership of that committee. but may. fil l any 
vacancies wh ich occur on t hat commit tee. ] 

RULE 32. List of standing C ommitt ees. — The standing 
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committees shall be: 
Agriculture 

Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Appropriations 
Appropriations Committee On Human Ee sources and Corrections 

Appropriations Committee on Education 
Appropriations Committee on General Govern ment and 

Transportation 
Base Budget 
Banking 

Constitutional Amendments 
Courts and Judicial Districts 
Criminal Justice 
Economy 
Education 
Election Lavs 
Finance 

Higher Education 
Human Be sources 
Insurance 
Judiciary I 
Judiciary II 

Lav Enforcement and Crime Control 
Local Government and Regional Affairs 
Manufacturing, Labor and Commerce 
Natural and Economic Resources 
Public Utilities and Energy 
Rules and Operation of the Senate 
State Government 
Transportation 
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University Board of Governors 

Veterans and Military Affairs 

Mays and Means 

Wildlife 

RULE 33. Notice of Commi ttee meetings . — [ (a) ] Public 
notice of all committee meetings shall be given in the Senate. 
The required notice may be waived as to any meeting by the 
attendance at that meeting of all of the members of the 
committee, or by personal waiver. 

C (k) Xk§ c hai rman of the commit tee shall notify or cause to be 
notified the spo nsor of each bill which is set for hearing or 
consideration before the committee as to the date, time and place 
of that meeting. ] 

RULE 34. Membership of Comm itt ees; quorum. — Membership 
on standing committees shall consist of not more than 22 or less 
than 8 Senators, including the Chairman and Vice-chairman who 
shall be designated by the President; provided, the committee 
membership on the Appropriations Committee, Finance Committee, 
and iays and Means Committee shall not be limited as to 
membership but shall be left to the discretion of the President. 
So Senator shall hold membership on more than \2 standing 
committees unless the Rules and Operation of the Senate Committee 
provides otherwise. A quorum of any committee shall consist of 
[X *jLt?tl%1 *l KY& tte&ttm ¥ either the chairman and five 
members or a maj or ity of the commit tee, whichever is fe wer . ] 

ROLE 35. Roll call vote in Committee. — A roll call vote 
may be taken in any committee upon a call for the ayes and noes 
sustained by one-third of the members present, 

RULE 36. Committee meetings . — Mo committee or 

subcommittee shall hold a secret meeting, and all meetings of 
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committees and subcommittees shall be open to the public: 
Provided, that any committee or subcommittee has the inherent 
right to hold an executive session when it determines that it is 
absolutely necessary to have such a session in order to prevent 
personal embarrassment, or when it is in the best interest of the 
State; and in no event shall final action be taken by any 
committee or subcommittee except in open session. 

SOLE 37. (Reserved for interim operations rule) 
VI. Handling Bills 

BOLE 3 8. Construction of rules. — All provisions of 
these rules applying to bills shall apply also to resolutions, 
memorials and petitions. 

ROLE 39. Form and copies of bill s. — (a) Onless 
variation is authorized by the Committee on Rules and Operation 
of the Senate, bills submitted for introduction shall be in a 
computer-typed form prepared by the Legislative Services Office, 
ffhen a bill which is introduced is not in the prescribed form, 
the Principal Clerk shall cause the bill to be retyped in the 
prescribed form, and the retyped copy shall become the official 
copy of the bill for all purposes. The original bill shall then 
be returned to the introducer of the bill and shall not become a 
part of the records or documents of the Senate. 

(b) Whenever a bill is introduced, 20 copies shall be 
submitted to the Principal Clerk. Any bill submitted without the 
required number of copies shall be immediately returned to the 
introducer. 

ROLE 40. Introduction of bills. — (a) Every bill filed 
for introduction shall contain on the outside cover the title of 
the document and the name of the Senator or Senators presenting 
it. Bills shall be delivered by the primary sponsor of the 
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document or with the prescribed authorization form signed by the 
primary sponsor to the office of the Senate Principal Clerk who 
shall receive them during regular session according to the 
following schedule: 

Monday until 8:30 o'clock P.M.; 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday until 
4:00 o'clock P. M. ; 

Friday until 3:00 o'clock P.M. 
Ml bills shall be numbered by the Office of the Principal Clerk 
when filed and shall be considered introduced when presented to 
the Senate on the next following legislative day for the first 
reading and reference to committee. 

(b) Filing of bills during the interim shall be under the 
direction of the Pules and Operation of the Senate Committee as 
approved by the Senate. 

ROLE 4|. Deadline on introduction of certain bills. — 
All bills prepared to be introduced by departments, agencies or 
institutions of the State must be introduced in the Senate not 
later than April 1 of the session. All local bills must be 
introduced not later than April | of the session. All 
resolutions, except those honoring the memory of deceased 
persons, must be introduced not later than April ) of the 
session. 

RULE 1|.|. Rela tionship between Ways and Means 
Co mmi ttee and other commit tees dealing with money matters: 
relati ons hip between these other comm ittees dealing with mone y 
matters. — The Committee on Ways and Means shall have 
responsibility for final consideration of bills dealing with 
money matters before the bills are considered on the floor of the 
Senate. All bills referred by the President to the Committee on 
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Appropriations, the Committee on Finance, and the Committee on 
Economy shall be referred by the chairman of the respective 
committee to the Committee on Ways and Means for consideration 
before the bills go to the floor of the Senate, except that bills 
referred to the Appropriations or Finance Committees may be 
reported directly back to the floor with the agreement of the 
"hairmen of the Ways and Means, Appropriations, and Finance 
Committees. Bills referred to the Committee on Appropriations by 
the President may be referred by the Chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations to the Appropriations Committee on Human Resources 
and Corrections, the Appropriations Committee on Education, the 
Appropriations Committee on General Government and 
Transportation, or the Committee on Base Budget for a report back 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

ROLE 42. Refer en ces of appropriations a nd fi nan ce 
bi lls. — All bills introduced in the Senate providing for 
appropriations from the State, or any subdivision thereof, shall, 
before being considered by the Senate, be referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and bills referred to other 
committees carrying any such provisions shall be reported to the 
Senate as being bills to be referred to the Appropriations 
Committee before proper action may be taken by the Senate. All 
bills introduced in the Senate providing for bond issues, levying 
taxes, or in any manner affecting the taxing power of the State 
or any subdivision thereof, shall, before being considered by the 
Senate, be referred to the Committee on Finance, and bills 
referred to other committees carrying any such provisions shall 
be reported to the Senate as being bills to be referred to the 
Finance Committee before proper action may be taken by the 
Senate. 
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ROLE 43. First reading : reference to Committee. — All 
bills filed, upon presentation to the Senate, shall be read in 
regular order of business by their number and title which shall 
constitute the first reading of the bill and unless otherwise 
disposed of r the President or presiding officer shall announce 
the referral of the document. The title and referral shall be 
entered on the Journal. 

ROLE 44. Bills to receive three r eadings . — Every bill 
shall receive three readings previous to being passed, and the 
President shall give notice at each whether it be the first, 
second, or third. After the first reading, unless a motion is 
made by some Senator, the President shall refer the bill to an 
appropriate committee. No bill shall be amended upon the floor 
of the Senate until it has been twice read. Senate simple 
resolutions shall not require three readings. 

w*xt w*/ rxttt M&mm* xfi fixxxt wtmg Mwttxtx 

fifittttiiX IXfifit fifififij&fififiZ Xfi t XXXX fit tttfiXXXXfi* X? f*X*Y X% 
MMttUX fifiXfi tfit fitXfitXfiA *X XX* XXfifi fit figMXttfifi 
^^XXfitttXfifi fit tXfi XXXI fit tfitfiXfiXXfifi fiXtXX fifit fifi X* MXfitJ XX 
fit* tfififiXfififit tttfitXfi XXfi tteXX Xfi fit W* tfitfi+M* fit * 
tfitttfifififit fijfitfifi/ fifiXfit* &fi MttfAtfit %* tfifififitfitXfiX fit fifi 

wt+ttxtx tfitfit ttwfitfifi fit xx* xuttx w&tttx nrttxfifit t* w 

Wfi tfituMXiX fittfitX fit flte ttet&fififit/ YZfiMtfi ^^XfittfiH ???/ 
tMMfil fit M*fi M/ MMIM 

ROLE 45. Repor ts of Committees . — Every Senator 

presenting a report of a committee shall endorse the report with 
the name of the committee and, in case of a minority report, with 
the names of the members making the report. The report of the 
committee shall show that a majority of the committee were 
present and voted. Every report of the committee upon a bill or 
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resolution shall stand upon the general orders with the bill or 
resolution. 

ROLE 46. Unfavorable rep ort by. Committ ee, — (a) All 
bills reported unfavorably by the committee to which they were 
referred, and having no minority report, shall lie upon the 
table, but may be taken from the table, and placed upon the 
calendar by a two- thirds vote of those present and voting. 

(b) When a bill is reported by a committee with an unfavorable 
report, but accompanied by a minority report, signed by at least 
three members of the committee who were present and who voted on 
the bill when the bill was considered in committee, then the 
minority report shall be placed on the calendar and considered 
the following day, and the question before the Senate shall be 
"The adoption of the Minority Report". If the minority report is 
adopted by a majority vote, the bill shall be placed upon the 
calendar; if the minority report is not adopted, the bill shall 
lie upon the table. 

ROLE 47. Recal l of bill from Committ ee. — When a bill 
has been introduced and referred to a committee, if after |0 days 
the committee has failed to report thereon, then the author of 
the bill may, after three days 1 public notice given in the Senate 
[and delivered in writing to the chairman of the committee 1, on 
motion supported by a vote of two-thirds of the Senators present 
and voting, recall the bill from the committee to the floor of 
the Senate for consideration and such action thereon as a 
majority of the Senators present may direct. [This rule shall 
not be temporarily suspended without one dajjs notice on the 
motion .given in the Senate and delivered in writing to the 
chai rman of t he commi ttee and to sust ain that mot ion t wo-third s 
of t he Senat ors present and voting sh all be required. J 
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RULE 4 8. Calendar: order to be followed. — The President 
and the Principal Clerk of the Senate shall see that all bills 
are acted upon by the Senate in the order in which they stand 
upon the calendar, unless otherwise ordered as hereinafter 
provided. The published calendar shall include all bills 
reported favorably from committees, or reported with a minority 
report attached, or placed on the calendar on motion: Provided . 
that the published local calendar may carry the number of each 
bill, the county or counties referred to, and an abbreviated 
statement of the title of the bill. 

RULE 4 9. Considerin g bills out of regular ord er. — 
Except as provided in Rule 50 # any bill or other matter may be 
taken up out of order upon order cf the President or upon motion 
sustained by a majority of the membership present and voting. 

RULE 5 0. Third r eading r equirem ents. — No bill on its 
third reading shall be acted upon out of the regular order in 
which it stands on the calendar, and no bill shall be acted upon 
on its third reading the same day on which it passed its second 
reading, unless so ordered by two-thirds of the Senators present. 

ROLE 5J. S pecial ord ers. — Any bill or other matter may 
be made a special order for a particular day or hour by a vote of 
the majority of the Senators voting, and if action on the bill is 
not completed on that day, it shall be returned to its place on 
the calendar, unless it is made a special order for another day; 
and when a special order is under consideration it shall take 
precedence over any special order or subsequent order for the 
day, but such subsequent order may be taken up immediately after 
the previous special order has been disposed of. 

HOLE 52. Procedu re when necessary number of Senators 
not pr esent . — If, on taking the question on a bill, it appears 
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that a constitutional quorum is not present, or if the bill 
requires a vote of a certain proportion of all the Senators to 
pass it r and it appears that such number is not present, the bill 
shall be again read and the question taken thereon; if the bill 
fails a second time for the want of the necessary number being 
present and voting, the bill shall not be finally lost, but shall 
be returned to the calendar in its proper order. 

[jrjrw JM/ XlXXXt XX XXXXXXXX XXXX///XXY XXXXt X XXXX 
XXX XXXX XXXXXX XX XXX XXXXX X* JtXX* XX XXt XX XX* XXXXXXtXX XXX 
XXXXXXXX XX XXXX XXXX XX X** txxxxxtxx &XXXXXXXXX XX XX* XXXtXXX 
XXXXXX XXXXX MX XX XXXXXXXX XX XXt XXXXX XXXXXXXX W* XX* 
XXXXX XX XXXXt XXZX& XXIXXX XXX XXXXXXXXX Xt XX* XXXXt X XXXX 
XXXXXtX XXXXX XX XXXX XXXX XXX XXXXXX XXX XXXXX XXX XX xxxxx 

xxxxxxxxx XXXXXX Xt X XXXX XX xxx/xxxxxx XX xxx txxxxxxxx 
XXXXXXXXXP XX XXX XXXXXX/ If XXXXXXXX XX XXXXX xxxx XXXXX XX xxxx 
VI XXX XXXXX XX XXXXXtXM XXX &XXXXXXXXXA XX xxxxg xxxxxxxxx xxxx 
X*t XXXXXXIXX XXXXXXX XXXXX XXX XXXX XXXX XMX XXX XXXXX xt 
IXXXXX XX XXXX XXt XX XXX XXXXXMXX 

AW XXXX X XXXX XXX xxxx txxxzxxxx XXXXXXXXXXXt XI XXX VXXXXXi 
XX* XXXX XXXXX XIX XtXX XXX XXXXXX XXX XXXXX XXX XX XXXXX 
xxxtxxxxx xxxxxt Xt X XXXX XX XXX/XXXXXX XX XXX xxxxxxt* 

XXXXXXX/] 

RULE 54. Taking bill from table. — No bill which has 
been laid upon the table shall be taken therefrom except by a 
vote of two-thirds of the Senators present. 

RULE 55. Amending titles of bills. — When a bill is 
materially modified or the scope of its application extended or 
decreased, or if the county, or counties, to which it applies is 
changed, the title of the bill shall be changed by the Senator 
introducing the bill or by the committee having it in charge, or 
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by the Principal Clerk, so as to indicate the full purport of the 
bill as amended and the county or counties to which it applies. 

ROLE 56. Corrections of typographical error s in. 

bills. — The Enrolling Clerk is authorized to make corrections of 
typographical errors in the text of bills at any time prior to 
ratification. Before the correction is made, the Enrolling Clerk 
shall have the approval of the Chairman of the Committee on Rules 
and Operation of the Senate. 

ROLE 57. Confere nce Co mmittees . — Whenever the Senate 
declines or refuses to concur in amendments put by the House to a 
bill originating in the Senate, or refuses to adopt a substitute 
adopted by the House for a bill originating in the Senate, a 
conference committee shall be appointed upon motion and the bill 
under consideration shall thereupon go to and be considered by 
the joint conferees on the part of the Senate and House. In 
considering matters in difference between the Senate and House 
committed to the conferees, only such matters as are in 
difference between the two houses shall be considered by the 
conferees, and the conference report shall deal only with such 
matters. The conference report shall not be amended. Except as 
herein set out, the rules of the Onited States House of 
Representatives shall govern the appointment, conduct, and 
reports of the conferees. 

ROLE 57. J. Senat e concurrence in Ho use amendments to 
Sena te Bills[ . X *t ?>*+*%* tftfXM fit W%& ?**+%%%& ?%**&*%%& 
f#? ?&#.)££ VXX2*. ] — The Senate shall not concur in a House 
amendment to a bill originating in the Senate [/ M% XH& ff&ttfi 
#&%% fifit tftpt n w*& MMffiW *%W%%%*W tit * ¥%XX 
$tHi*t%%*4 Zfi KUfi fi£M££4] until the next legislative day 
following the day on which the Senate receives the House 



68 



Senate Resolution J 69 



amendment [** MM* *****%%** MVWWM* 1 

ROLE 58. Certification of passage of bills. — The 
Principal Clerk shall certify the passage of bills by the Senate, 
with the date thereof, together with the fact whether passed by 
vdte of three- fifths or two- thirds of the Senate, whenever such 
vote may be required by the Constitution or laws of the State. 

ROLE 59. Transmittal of bills to House .— No bill shall 
be sent from the Senate on the day of its passage except on the 
last day of the session, unless otherwise ordered by a vote of 
two- thirds of the Senators present. 

VII. Legislative Officers and Employees 

ROLE 60. Pages.--The President of the Senate shall 
appoint pages. The President, or such person as he may 
designate, shall supervise the pages and assign to them their 
duties. Each page shall be at least |4 years of age. 

ROLE 6J. Serge ant -at- Arms. — (a) There shall be |4 
positions of Assistant Sergeants-at-Arms to be appointed by the 
Sergeant-at-Arms who are to work under his supervision and to be 
assigned such duties and powers as he shall direct. 

(b) The Sergeant-at-Arms shall be responsible for the safety 
of the members and employees of the Senate while in the Senate 
Chamber, or any place in which the Senate or its committees are 
in session. 

(c) The Sergeant-at-Arms shall serve all warrants and 
subpoenas issued by orders of the Senate and signed by the 
President of the Senate, and said warrants and subpoenas shall be 
returnable to the Principal Clerk of the Senate. 

ROLE 62. Principal Clerk's staff.— The Principal Clerk 
of the Senate shall employ all necessary employees and clerks 
required to carry out the duties of his office. The Principal 
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Clerk shall have supervision and control, and shall assign such 
duties and powers as he shall direct to his employees and clerks. 

POLE 63- Committee Cler ks. — (a) The President of the 
Senate shall appoint clerks to such committees as he may deem 
necessary and appropriate. 

(b) All Committee Clerks, when not in attendance upon the 
direct duties connected with their committee shall report to the 
Supervisor of Committee Clerks for such duties as may be assigned 
to them upon approval by Committee Chairmen. 

ROLE 64. Senate Journ al. — The Principal Clerk shall 
prepare and be responsible for the Journal. The Committee on 
Rules and Operation of the Senate shall examine the Journal to 
determine if the proceedings of the previous day have been 
correctly recorded. 

ROLE 65. (Reserved for future addition to rules) 
VIII. General Rules 

ROLE 66. President to s ign papers . — All acts, addresses 
and resolutions, and all warrants and subpoenas issued by order 
of the Senate shall be signed by the President. 

ROLE 67. Admission to the floor of the Senate . — Ho 
person except members of the Senate, members of the House of 
Representatives, staff of the General Assembly; Judges of the 
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, and Superior Courts; the 
Governor and members of the Council of State; former members of 
the General Assembly; and persons particularly invited and 
extended the privileges of the floor by the President shall be 
admitted to the floor of the Senate during its session. Ho 
registered lobbyist shall be admitted to the floor of the Senate 
or Senate Chamber while the Senate is in session. 

ROLE 68. Privileges of the floor. — Any group or 
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individual other than members of the Senate who desires to make 
remarks upon the floor of the Senate will first obtain approval 
of the Committee on Rules and Operation of the Senate. 

HOLE 69. News media. — The President is authorized to 
assign area and equipment on the floor of the Senate for the use 
of the representatives of news media; and the President shall 
provide regulations for the operation of the representatives of 
the news media on the floor of the Senate. 

ROLE 70. Absence w ithout leave. — No Senator or officer 
of the Senate shall depart the service of the Senate without 
leave, or receive pay as a Senator or officer for the time he is 
absent without leave. 

ROLE 7 J. Placing material on Senators' desks . --Any 
person other than a member of the Senate desiring to place 
articles of any kind on or about desks in the Senate Chamber or 
in the offices of the members of the Senate shall make written 
application to, and obtain written approval from, the Principal 
Clerk of the Senate. 

ROLE 72. Assignment of offices. — The Chairman of the 
Committee on Rules and Operation of the Senate, subject to the 
approval of the Committee, is authorized to make assignments of 
committee rooms and offices to designated committees, chairmen, 
and members of the Senate. The office adjacent to any committee 
room assigned to a principal committee by the Chairman of the 
Committee on Rules and Operation of the Senate, subject to the 
approval of the Committee on Rules and Operation of the Senate, 
shall be automatically assigned to the chairman of the principal 
committee. In making such assignments of individual offices, the 
said Rules Committee Chairman shall give preferential 
consideration to the respective members according to the length 
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of service which each member has rendered in the General 
Assembly. 

ROLE 73. Ad min is trative rules and regulations involv ing 
Senate employees, — All administrative rules, regulations and 
orders involving all individuals employed to perform duties for 
the Senate, other than those appointed by the Principal Clerk and 
the Sergeant-at- Arms, shall be first approved by the Committee on 
Rules and Operation of the Senate. 

ROLE 74. Notice of poblic h eari ngs. — Notice shall be 
given not less than five calendar days prior to public hearings. 
Such notices shall be issued as information for the press and the 
information shall be posted in the places designated by the 
Principal Clerk. 

SOLE 75. Publi c heari ngs, JLHiSil P. £ writte n 

statement s. — Persons desiring to appear and be heard at a public 
hearing are encouraged to file [with the chai rman of the 
committe e 1 a brief or a written statement of the remarks to be 
made at least 24 hours before the time of the hearing. 

BOLE 76. Voting in -joint se ssions . — When any Senate 
Committee sits jointly with the House Committee, the Senate 
Committee reserves the right to vote separately from the House 
Committee. 

HOLE 77. Alter at ion s, suspension or rescission of 
rules.-- {M t*X* tX XV& VtMW &AXX W HXX*Xf&/ Wttf&teM fit 

twtxt&t txttw m * %wnxt& y*x* *% xx& mma*** 

$t¥&1k%%4\ (a) These rules may not be permanently rescinded or 
altered except by Sen ate simpl e reso lution passed by a two- t hir ds 
I2£e of the Senator s present and voting. The introducer of the 
res olution must, on the floor of the Senate, give notice of his 
inte nt to introduce the resolut ion on the legislative day 
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preceding its introduction , 

(l>) fxcep r t as other if is e provided herein, the Senate, upon tvo- 
thirds vote of the Senators present a nd voting, nay temporari ly 
suspen d any of these rules , ] 

Sec. [7][23, This resolution shall become effective 
upon its adoption. 
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Resolutions— 1977 

S. R. 879 RESOLUTION 78 

A JOINT RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A SPECIAL INTERIM JOINT 
COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE RULES OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY. 

Be it resolved by the Senate, the House of Representatives concurring: 

Section 1. There is established the Special Interim Joint Committee to 
study the Rules of the General Assembly of North Carolina. 

Sec. 2. The committee members shall be appointed as follows: three 
members of the House of Representatives by the Speaker of the House, and 
three members of the Senate by the President Pro Tempore of the Senate. 

Sec. 3. The committee shall study the current issues related to changing 
the rules of either House of the General Assembly, including the possibility of 
beginning a system with some Joint Rules; and the committee shall propose 
drafts of new rules if appropriate. 

Sec. 4. The committee shall function as a Joint Committee of the 
General Assembly and shall have authority under the appropriate provisions of 
Article 5 and Article 5A of G.S. Chapter 1 20. 

Sec. 5. The committee shall report to the 1979 General Assembly. 

Sec. 6. This resolution shall become effective on July 1, 1977. 

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 1st day of 
July, 1977. 
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